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Legacy Policy


A gift in your Will to the Church is one of the most valuable and lasting ways you can support its mission and its ministry.

All churches rely upon the support of generous members.  Our giving is vitally important, enabling the Church to continue to show the love of Christ through its care, comfort and compassion.

Our generosity is a response to God’s abundant grace.  Leaving a gift in your Will can be a lasting and powerful expression of your gratitude and thanksgiving towards God and can help secure and transform your Church’s future, both locally and nationally.

At Bathgate Parish Church we welcome all gifts in Wills, however large or small, and we promise to use your gift to make a difference in our parish.  Our legacy policy is to use gifts to help fund significant development projects whether that be for mission, staff, equipment or buildings.

Since needs change over the years, we encourage you to leave a gift in your Will for the general purposes of the congregation rather than for a restricted purpose.  You can be confident that your gift will be used to make a real difference to our future mission and ministry.

We will acknowledge gifts in whatever way the donor and/or his/her executors feel most appropriate.  If preferred, we can make sure that gifts remain anonymous.

There are different types of gift:

A pecuniary legacy is a gift of a fixed sum of money of your choosing. This type of gift will decrease in value over time owing to inflation.  As an example, a Will made in 2005 leaving £1,000 as a gift to the church means that in 2025 this amount is equivalent to £510, meaning the value of the gift has almost halved over 20 years.

A specific legacy is a gift of a specific item e.g. land or property or other assets.  For example, a few years ago a local church received a member’s stamp collection as a gift in a Will.

A residuary legacy is a gift of what is left (or part of what is left) after all other bequests and debts have been paid.  This can be more beneficial to charities as the gift will not decrease in value due to inflation.  Recently this church received a fraction of a residuary in a late member’s Will which amounted to almost £3,000.

If you would like to discuss this in confidence about the sorts of purposes your gift might fund and how you would like your gift acknowledged, please contact the church office on 01506 650517, or email info@bathgateparish.com and the treasurer will contact you to discuss.
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